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Elusive Ice Arrives Just in Time for 'Winter' Tournament 
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Joe Vance, second place in Largest Bluegill/Sunfish, and Jerry Mattson, winner of overall weight for 10 fish, fished 
within a few feet of one another, only a few feet from Allen Weidner, also a top place winner. 

First place in the Largest Crappie Division was caught 
by Kenneth Sparhel with a fish weighing 9.65 ounces. Allen Weidner knew when he was on the ice that he 

might have the fish to capture Largest Bluegill, which 
he did, at 7.9 ounces. 



by Dan Galusha 

This year, the Rock Island 
Conservation Club changed the name of 
the annual ice fishing tournament to 
"Winter Fishing Tournament," since the 
weather was not conducive for forming a 
safe layer of ice. In fact, it was open for a 
good part of the normal ice fishing 
season. 

In the past when this happened, it was 
conducted as an open-water, shoreline 
event. However, the weather changed a  

couple of weeks in advance, and it took 
place as an ice event. 

The day of the event was a beautiful 
one: The wind was light, sun was out and 
the high temperature was 48 degrees. This 
was perfect for the comfort level of the 
64-angler field, but not for the fishing. It 
was tough; only 13 anglers weighed fish. 
In the crappie category, two keepers were 
caught, and eight limits of 10 
bluegills/sunfish were turned in for overall 
weight. 

In the morning, contestants were able  

to have a breakfast of biscuits and gravy 
or cinnamon roll. From there they hit the 
ice, covering two larger lakes and a small 
walk-in, Nobody fished the walk-in, 
which was having some water level 
problems from the Rock River level 
fluctuation caused by ice jams. 

Walking around the lakes, it was 
obvious again that the fishing was tough. 
Anglers were constantly moving and 
drilling holes. If they weren't, then they 
were the ones on fish. Three of the 
winning anglers—Joe Vance, Jerry 
Mattson and Allen Weidner—were all 
fishing within a few feet of one another. 
Most winners caught their fish on the 
same lake. 

By the end of the day everyone was 
ready for their chicken and noodles meal 
prepared by Sue Pienta and her "kitchen 
angels." These ladies had been working 
from early in the morning, and still had to 
clean up after everything was complete. 

This tournament has a different set of 
rules, in that a contestant can only win in 
one of the three categories: Largest 
Crappie, Largest Bluegill/Sunfish, and 
Overall Weight for 10 Bluegills/Sunfish). 
This spreads out the prizes to nine people, 
so you won't see a person's name twice in 
the results. 

Here are the final results: 

Largest crappie 
1.Kenneth Sparhel, 9.65 ounces 
2. Josh Huber, 8.95 ounces 

Largest bluegill/sunfish 
I. Allen Weidner, 7.6 ounces 
2. Joe Vance, 4.3 ounces 
3. Paul Meier, 2.75 ounces  

ne On at /.0 ounces. 

Overall weight for 
10 bluegills/sunfish 
1.Jerry Mattson, 2.4 pounds 
2. Greg Dauch, 2.28 pounds 
3. Jeremy Kensinger, 2.01 pounds 

After the winners were presented with 
their prizes, a door prize drawing took 
place. This makes it possible for everyone 
to win a prize, even if they have not 
caught a fish. The contributing support of 
great sponsors inlcuded Work Sharp, 
Berkley, Vexilar, Jiffy Ice Drills, TTI-
f3lakernore, Mercury Marine, Rat-L-Trap, 
Rabin, Plano, Kick'n Bass Attractants 
and Blitz Lures. There were also special 
drawings for subscriptions to Mid West 
Outdoors, 

People were also able to meet Terry 
Vance, president and CEO of Blitz Lures. 
Terry spoke to everyone who wanted to 
talk fishing or learn more about his 
product. 

On the ice, fellow MidWest Outdoors 
writer, Don Banning, demonstrated the 
propane-powered Jiffy Pro4 Lite drill. He 
estimated that he drilled about 30 holes 
for anglers, and also let a couple of them 
try the unit for themselves. 

All in all, it seemed like everyone had 
a great time, with good food, friendship, 
fun and a safe, though warm day on the 
ice. NW 

If you have any further questions about this or 
any other fishing subject, drop me a line through , 
the Dan's Fish Ai' Tales() website at 
dansfishntales,com, or Pacebook page at 
facebook.com/dansfishntales.  


